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New Wyo. Army National Guard Assistant Adjutant General 
named 
 

CHEYENNE – Col. Kathy Wright will assume command of the Wyoming Army 

National Guard, in January 2009, assuming the duties of the assistant adjutant general – 

Army from Brig. Gen. Olin Oedekoven. 

Wright, will be promoted to brigadier general when she assumes command. She will 

be the first woman to take command of the Wyoming Army National Guard and the second 

woman in the Wyoming National Guard to hold that rank and command status. Brig. Gen. 

Jennene Nelsen was the assistant adjutant general – Air and the first woman general in the 

Wyoming National Guard, in 1995. 

“Col. Wright is a Soldier that brings a wealth of military knowledge and experience to 

the job,” Maj. Gen. Ed Wright, Wyoming’s Adjutant General, said. “The Wyoming Army 

National Guard is blessed to have a deep and growing pool of quality Soldiers in its enlisted 

and officer ranks. Col. Wright will help us continue on that path of growth and development 

that Brig. Gen. Oedekoven has helped pave.” 

Wright is the director for human resources for the Wyoming National Guard and the 

director of manpower and personnel for the Joint Forces Headquarters, in Cheyenne.  



She commanded the 213th Regiment/Wyoming Regional Training Institute and 

served as the nation’s first female deputy chief of staff of operations. She enlisted in 1973, 

becoming just the sixth woman in the Wyoming Army National Guard. 

Wright has a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from the University of Wyoming and a 

master’s degree from the U.S. Army War College. 

“This is the position that is a great responsibility for any Soldier and it’s something 

that I don’t take lightly,” Col. Wright said. “The Wyoming Army National Guard has a solid 

reputation across the country and we need to make sure we remain leaders in accomplishing 

our missions, both state and federal.”   

Wright is an active member of community and military organizations. She and her 

husband live in Cheyenne. They have three sons. 
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